Research directions for specialist practice.
Emergency nursing is a specialist area of practice that demands particular knowledge and skills. This paper reports on a study to identify the research directions necessary to advance emergency nursing as a specialist area of practice. Nurses working in nine Australian hospital emergency departments responded to questions about current research practices, and the research priorities necessary to inform the development of knowledge and practice in the evolving specialty of emergency nursing. Forty-four core topics considered relevant to the knowledge base of emergency nursing were identified by nurses who were directly involved in providing patient care. The highest ranked topics were clustered into four priority areas for further research. The key areas for further research are education needs and opportunities, specialist roles of triage, trauma and practitioner, and nurses' coping mechanisms. Discussion of these topics is framed by the increasing specialisation of nursing practice, thus this paper aims to encourage consideration and debate about the research based development of the specialty of emergency nursing.